
Parish of Our Lady of Victories
Homily on the Opening of the Jubilee Year

There is an old saying: "If you remember the sixties, you certainly weren't
there". That probably has less to do with old age than with the assumption that
everybody in the sixties was on a diet of hash and marijuana. Be that as it may,
I was there and I do remember the time in 1966 when our Our Lady of Victories
became a parish in its own right. Previously it was a developing district in the
parish of Glasthule and the parish priest was Fr. Lucey. We didn't see too much
of him up here. My earliest recollections have to do with Fr. John Archdeacon,
whom I remember very clearly and Fr. Leo MCann who was the first Parish Priest
of the newly established parish. The ministry of the Salvatorians is attested to by
the graves of Fr. Dominic and Fr. Andrew, alongside that of Fr. McCann.

Just as the priests are not the parish, the Church is not the parish either. If the
Church is sacred, it is partly because it is the visible sign of God's presence
among us, but it is also because it is the gathering place for the community of
faith. Some of you were baptised into this parish community. Many of you were
married here and have lived out your family life in this parish community. Most
of you have come to this Church at some time or other to give thanks to God for
the life of a family member, a neighbour or a friend who has died. The parish is
all about relationship.

While those moments which have touched us personally tend to be the ones that
stay with us, it is our regular participation in the life of the parish community,
week after week, the nourishes our faith and help us to grow to maturity as
disciples. It also provides us with the spiritual gifts we need in order to
encourage and to serve one another.

The celebration of the Jubilee is a time for giving thanks to God for all the
blessings that we have received in this parish community down through the
years. For me personally, it was the context in which I grew to some kind of
maturity in faith. What I received here was what allowed me to make the
commitments that I have made as an adult disciple. It is the same with each of
us. The Jubilee is also a time to give thanks to God for all those who have
exercised some kind of ministry or service in the parish community down
through the years; choir members, ministers of the Word and Eucharist,
teachers, sacristans, stewards and collectors, flower arrangers, cleaners, VDeP
and Legion of Mary, religious sisters, and priests; some for a few years, some for
a lifetime.

As St. Paul reminds us, in the Letter to the Corinthians:
There are many gifts but it is the same Spirit who gives them
There are many kinds of service, but always to the same Lord
There are different kinds of work, but always and in everyone, it is the same God
who is at work.

A jubilee, of course, is not just about looking back. In the bible, it is a special
time of grace, a time for new beginnings. Our Gospel reading is very appropriate
to that theme of new beginnings. Jesus is about to set out on a journey. Who
would not be impressed by the many qualities of the young man who
approached him asking "Good master what must I do to inherit eternal life?"



Already, from his earliest youth, he is observing all of the commandments. Yet,
when it comes to the crunch, he is unable to accept the invitation to leave
everything and follow Jesus.

If we look at ourselves, we might see something of the enthusiasm and the
idealism of the rich young man. We might also experience something of his
struggle. We live busy lives. Somewhere in our hearts there is a desire to go
deeper and to take the next step in discipleship, but it never seems to be quite
the right time. While faith is a free gift, there is a cost to discipleship. The rich
young man, according to tradition, was Joseph of Arimathea, who eventually
stood up for Jesus in the Sanhedrin. But it took him time to overcome his
reluctance and his fear of losing out.

At the Mass to inaugurate his papacy, Pope Benedict acknowledged this struggle.
"Are we not perhaps all afraid in some way? If we let Christ enter fully into our
lives, if we open ourselves totally to him, are we not afraid that He might take
something away from us? Are we not perhaps afraid to give up something
significant, something unique, something that makes life so beautiful?" But then
he goes on, quoting Pope John Paul II, to say: "No! If we let Christ into our lives,
we lose nothing, nothing, absolutely nothing of what makes life free, beautiful
and great. No! Only in this friendship are the doors of life opened wide. Only in
this friendship is the great potential of human existence truly revealed. Only in
this friendship do we experience beauty and liberation."

You may remember the movie Dead Poet Society. The new English teacher,
played by Robin Williams, is frustrated by the cautious conservative approach to
life of his upper-class pupils. He reminds them, that life is short. “Gather yet
rosebuds while ye may” he says. Then he adds in the Latin tag “Carpe Diem”
(seize the day). In much the same way, today's responsorial Psalm prays: make
us know the shortness of our life and we shall gain wisdom of heart”. The
whole point of a Jubilee is that we seize the moment because "this is the
favourable time. This is the day of salvation". (2 Cor. 6).

To be a parishioner is to be a disciple. We are on a journey which begins with
baptism. The destination is eternal life. There are lots of good things to see and
do on the way, but it is important that we don't allow ourselves to be unduly
distracted. We need to remain faithful to the journey in which each one of us,
according to God's plan, follows Jesus. Jesus never sent his disciples out on their
own. This is the whole point of parish. It is almost impossible to be a disciple in
isolation from a community of some kind. Jesus gathers us and forms us into
one body in the community of the Church. He nourishes us with his word and
with his body and blood. He send us out, then, to be his witnesses. This "sending
out", which happens each Sunday at the end of Mass, is important because, as
Pope Francis reminds us, we are called to be "Missionary Disciples".

As we are beginning this Jubilee Year of Our Lady of Victories Parish, I would like
to say something about the Jubilee of Mercy, which has been proclaimed by Pope
Francis. The two go hand in hand. Mercy is when someone who is strong reaches
down to someone who is in need and lifts them up. As Pope Francis tells us,
Jesus is the “face of God’s mercy”. His ministry takes him out among the blind,
the lame and the lepers. He crosses of the Sea of Galilee to bring good news to
those who are on the other side. He sits down with sinners. He is the shepherd



who leaves the ninety-nine sheep and goes off in search of the stray. In all of
these ways he reminds us, time and time again, that nobody is outside the
mercy of God. How many thousands of people have listened to his Parable of the
Prodigal Son and remembered the face of a loving God. He is alive among us
today in our parish community. The Jubilee of Mercy is a reminder to us that
God's door is always open to us; that his hand is always stretched out to us,
lifting us up.

But mercy is not just something that we receive when we ourselves are in a "bad
space" in our lives. Mercy is something that we are called to offer to others, as a
practical sign that Jesus is indeed alive in our midst. When we think of the
Jubilee Year of the parish against the backdrop of the Jubilee Year of Mercy, it
seems to be a time when this parish community is called upon to be a witness to
Jesus, by healing old wounds; by caring for sick and elderly neighbours, by
welcoming the stranger and, above all, by making sure that the door is always
open. This is especially important at a time when many people who, like the rich
young man,  are attracted by Jesus, still find themselves unable to to walk the
journey with us for one reason or other. We might consider not just how the
parish can survive for the next fifty years, but how it can become a more vibrant
parish because we are missionary disciples.

As we read in the book of Wisdom this morning, "I prayed, and understanding
was given me; I called on God, and the spirit of wisdom came to me". The year
of Jubilee must be a prayerful time of discernment, so that individually and as a
community,  we may come to understand what God is calling us to do and to be
on the next stage of our journey.  I don't expect to be here for the centenary but
I think what Pope Francis wrote recently about the earth, our common home,
applies just as much to our parish. We have a responsibility to protect it and to
ensure its fruitfulness for coming generations.


